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Welcome from the Chair of the DBSNA Committee   

Una Brechany 
DBSNA Chair 

 

It all began on a rooftop bar in Sydney Australia, the 

year 2013. A group of young DBS nurses met following 

a busy and interactive day at the MDS. Enthused by the 

conference, the motivation of the speakers and 

relaxing in good company, ideas began to form.   

Before we knew it, the DBSNA concept had been born.  

This concept and the enthusiasm around this 

conception have been at the centre of the DBSNA since 

2013 and we are now on our 7th Annual conference.  

The conference is still being hosted by Salford but we have in collaboration with our colleagues from 

the Parkinson’s Excellence Network moved to a virtual platform. We would particularly like to thank 

Emily Dell and Katherine French from PD UK for their valued support during this transition.  

On behalf of the DBSNA, I would like to welcome you all to this meeting.  I hope that you get a lot 

out of it, professionally and of course socially as we can still build virtual bridges and network until 

we can meet in person again.  

Together we have become innovators, educators and networkers, proficient at embracing 

technology, hence a group of highly specialised practitioners in the neuromodulation world.  

The inaugural programming course in Newcastle in November 2019 showcased the expertise within 

the group and feedback from the event was outstanding. This success now means this will be an 

annual event and like the annual conference will extend to an international audience. 

The DBSNA competencies, newly ratified by the RCN, will standardise the level of practice from 

novice to advanced practitioner and underpins years of role development. This document will also 

support Nursing and Midwifery Council revalidation and is also being supported by The Parkinson’s 

Excellence network. The competencies are at the stage of being published which is indeed a 

milestone given the dedication to achieve this.  

The DBSNA website is currently in the hands of a professional web designer and will be officially 

launched this year, providing a platform for communication, sharing best practice, links to other 

professional bodies and soon to be an invaluable resource. We will upload any educational talks to 

the website as we embrace the virtual approach.  

We are indebted to the support provided by our colleagues in industry, not only financial, but also 

their commitment to our association. Their commitment is evident as they have been fully 

supportive of our move to the virtual route, thus allowing us to concentrate on getting our DBS 

services back up and running in these difficult times. We have appointed an accountant who 

oversees all financial transactions and audits are produced annually. 

This work is testimony to all the committee members who have the passion, diligence and work 

ethic to draw Clinicians, industry and the Excellence network together contributing to high quality 

patient care. 

We hope that this legacy continues into the future with bigger and more technologically advanced 

meetings which will extend to all nurses in this rewarding and rapidly developing field.  

 



Welcome from Salford Royal Foundation  

Salford Royal Foundation Trust in Manchester is very 

proud to host the 7th international DBSNA international 

conference. 

As a former president of the DBSNA for 5 years, I am 

ultimately very proud and humbled by what as a 

committee, we have achieved. With dedication and 

passion, we are now stronger and more determined than 

ever to strive for excellence in our field of expertise. 

Manchester has played a pivotal role in the development 

of Neuromodulation.  The renowned Professor Alan 

Crossman has worked within the area of movement 

disorders for 30 years in Manchester. One of Professor 

Crossman’s group’s most significant achievements has 

been the discovery of the importance of the subthalamic 

nucleus (STN) in generating parkinsonian symptoms, 

which led to the introduction of surgical manipulation of 

the STN in Parkinson's disease.  

Professor Aziz, Consultant Neurosurgeon in Oxford, renowned in his own field, was instrumental in 

the rise in functional neurosurgery both in the UK and internationally. He studied for his MD under 

Professor Alan Crossman in Manchester, elucidating pathways in the basal ganglia and providing the 

first robust evidence that the subthalamic nucleus was a potential target in functional neurosurgery. 

Along with the work of Delong in the US, this catalysed the field that has led to over a quarter of a 

million STN DBS procedures worldwide, So Manchester very much opened the door to many 

achievements and improved lives and is very proud of this! 

The Speakers, we are very fortunate to have, are all renowned in their own right and it is our 

pleasure to welcome you all and hope that you find the conference educational and inspiring. 

 

Lucy Partington-Smith 
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Wednesday 18th of November 2020 
_____________________________________________________________________                                                     
 

Committee meeting (for committee members only)                                        0900 - 1200                                                  

Welcome and housekeeping           1300 - 1315 

AGM                                                                                 1315 - 1345 

Company session - Medtronic                                                  1345 - 1415 

Company session – Boston Scientific                                         1415 - 1445 

Break                                                                                               1445 - 1500 

Company session - Abbott                   1500 - 1530 

Trials and Tribulations of an established DBS service                     1530 – 1600 
Speakers: Lucy Mooney and Joseph Candelario-Mckeown 
North Bristol NHS Trust, Bristol and National Hospital for Neurology and Neurosurgery, London  
 

How to write a business case?  Business development and future proofing    1600 - 1630 
your service.                                                                                                                          
Speaker: Katherine French (Service Improvement Programme Manager 
Parkinson's UK) 
    
 

 
 

The 7th international DBSNA conference is being hosted by Lucy Partington-Smith and Salford Royal 
Foundation Trust in Manchester. The conference will run remotely over the course of two days.  

We are extremely fortunate to have Speakers who are all renowned in their own right. It is our pleasure to 
welcome you all and hope that you find the conference educational and inspiring.  

The aims of the conference are as follow:  

1. Delegates will have a greater understanding of more recent approaches to DBS surgery and the 
assessment and monitoring of patients throughout the DBS pathway, as well as what is happening in the 
world of DBS research.  

2. Delegates will feel better equipped with knowledge and skills to establish or develop a DBS service. 
This will be achieved by learning from the experience of some senior DBS nurses at longer established 
services, as well as through guidance regarding writing a business case to develop and future proof a 
service.  

3. Delegates will develop a greater understanding and appreciation regarding the impact of DBS on 
patients and their relationships, and how a holistic approach can improve well-being. 

 



Thursday 19th of November 2020 
 

 

Welcome and housekeeping                                                                                             0930 - 0945 

Robot arm – A modern approach to DBS Surgery at Salford                                     0945 - 1030  
Speaker:  Mr Julian M Evans FRCS (ed) 
Salford Royal NHS Foundation Trust, Manchester 

 
Break                                                                                                                                      1030 - 1040 

 
DBS and research- what’s happening?                                                                           1040 - 1115 
Speaker: Dr Monty Silverdale (Consultant Neurologist & DBSNA Patron)  
Salford Royal NHS Foundation Trust, Manchester 
 

Mindfulness and the anxious DBS patient, a holistic approach to well-being        1115 -1200 
Speaker: Cliff Chen (Clinical Neuropsychologist) 
Salford Royal NHS Foundation Trust, Manchester 
 

Lunch                                                                                                                                      1200 - 1300 

DBS: The impact on patient’s relationships to themselves and others                   1300 - 1345  
Speaker: Suzette Shamoon (Cognitive Hypnotherapist) 
National Hospital for Neurology and Neurosurgery, London  
 
 
 

“Wearable technology in assessment and monitoring of advanced therapies”    1345 - 1420 
Speaker: Dr Chris Kobylecki (Consultant Neurologist) 
Salford Royal NHS Foundation Trust, Manchester 

 
Break                                                                                                                                      1420 - 1430 

Patients experience on DBS, their life before and after…                                          1430 -1500 
Speaker: Terence Manning (Retired Head teacher, Living with Parkinson’s disease) 
 
The History of Manchester’s DBS journey, then and now                                         1500 – 1530 

Professor Alan Crossman  

Salford Royal NHS Foundation Trust, Manchester 

 

Question and Closing comments                                                                                    1645 - 1700 

 

 

 

 

 



Speakers 
Mr Julian Evans is a consultant neurosurgeon at Salford Royal NHS Foundation 
Trust, UK. He was appointed in 2010 after completing his Neurosurgical training 
in Manchester. He has a general neurosurgical practice with sub-speciality and 
interest is Functional Neurosurgery for movement disorders, specifically Deep 
Brain Stimulation. He facilitated the early set up of DBS service in the Greater 
Manchester area. In this time he has built up a busy clinical practice, being one 
of the most productive centres in the UK for DBS surgery. He is committed to 
provide a streamlined pathway and surgical procedure. He also helped facilitate 
innovative and novel operative approaches which are proven clinically effective, 
reproductively and reliably accurate, safe and time efficient. 
He contributed in the development of NICE guidelines in the management of 
Parkinson’s disease and remains a clinical advisor. He has active 
academic/research interest and has published extensively particularly on the 

non-motor effects of DBS in Parkinson’s disease, largely in collaboration with colleagues around Europe, and 
also for DBS in Tourette syndrome. 
He is committed in the development and streamlining novel surgical techniques. He is keen to explore and 
develop expertise in innovative and novel indications and expand the use of DBS in general. 
 
 

Dr Monty Silverdale is a Consultant Neurologist at Salford Royal NHS 

Foundation Trust and an Honorary Senior Lecturer in Neuroscience at 

Manchester University. He jointly run the Salford Royal PD and Movement 

Disorders service and is lead Neurologist on the Greater Manchester DBS 

Programme. He is Co-Chair and Co-Founder of the UK DBS Network as well 

as being Chair of the Parkinson’s disease Portfolio Development Group 

which organises Clinical PD research in the UK. He is a patron for the 

DBSNA. In February 2019 he was invited onto the World Parkinson and 

Movement Disorder Society Evidence Based Medicine Committee tasked 

with producing Evidence Based Medicine reviews and guidelines on 

treatments for Parkinson’s disease and other Movement Disorders. His 

research interests include pain in Parkinson’s disease, biomarkers in Parkinson’s disease and Deep Brain 

Stimulation.  

 

 Christopher Kobylecki is a Consultant Neurologist at Manchester 

Centre for Clinical Neurosciences, Salford Royal NHS Foundation Trust 

and Honorary Senior Lecturer in Neuroscience at the University of 

Manchester. He completed a PhD focused on mechanisms of L-DOPA-

induced abnormal involuntary movements in Parkinson’s disease (PD) 

whilst undertaking higher clinical training in Neurology, including 

clinical trials in PD. He undertook postdoctoral research focused on 

the use of positron emission tomography (PET) and MR imaging in 

parkinsonian syndromes such as multiple systems atrophy and 

neurodegenerative dementias.  

He runs a specialist Movement Disorder clinic at Salford Royal and is 

lead for the regional service for patients with atypical parkinsonism, 

including MSA, as well as being a lead for medical advanced therapies i.e. Apomorphine and Duodopa. His 

research interests include motor complications of PD, cognitive and non-motor disorders in PD and atypical 

Parkinsonism, and dystonia. 

 

 

 



 

Suzette Shamoon graduated King’s College London with a BA in 

English. Having completed a foundation in psychotherapy and 

counselling she trained as a cognitive hypnotherapist in 2010 and 

has worked part time in private practice since. In 2015 she became a 

supervisor for the National council of Hypnotherapists and in 2017 

she was awarded her MSc in psychology from Birkbeck University.  

With a keen interest in positive psychology, she is now at UCL, 

researching wellbeing in people with Parkinson’s pre and post DBS 

as part of her PhD project. 

 

 

 

 

Dr Cliff Chen completed his Psychology BSc (First class) at the University 

of Edinburgh, where he won the British Psychological Society Award and 

came first in his year. He holds a Doctorate in Clinical Psychology from 

the University of Oxford and the Postgraduate Diploma in Clinical 

Neuropsychology with distinction from the University of Glasgow. He has 

clinical specialties and research interests in differential diagnostic 

assessments, dementias, and degenerative conditions, in particular 

Parkinson’s disease, Atypical Parkinsonian disorders, Motor Neurone 

Disease, idiopathic Normal Pressure Hydrocephalus, Deep Brain 

Stimulation, and Adult Inherited Metabolic Diseases. He is a member of 

special interest groups working in Deep Brain Stimulation surgery, British 

Inherited Metabolic Diseases, and Motor Neurone Disease.  

 

 

Joseph Candelario-Mckeown is an advance nurse practitioner with a 12 

year experience in Surgical Movement disorder – Deep brain stimulation.  

He works at the Unit of Functional Neurosurgery – National Hospital for 

Neurology and Neurosurgery (NHNN) in Queen square, London. He 

completed his Bachelor of Science in Nursing in the Philippines in 1995 

and completed his Master’s degree in Advance Nursing Practice with 

distinction in 2018. He is a firm advocate of improving clinical outcome of 

DBS through managing patient expectations. He has interest in exploring 

the nuances in patient’s expectations and life experience of patients with 

DBS implant. He is passionate in promoting sharing of best practice, continuing nursing education, and nursing 

research. He wrote the standards of practice and proficiency framework for DBS nurses endorsed by Royal 

College of Nursing.   

 

Lucy Mooney is the Lead Movement Disorder Nurse Specialist for the Complex 

Therapies Service at Southmead Hospital, Bristol. Lucy is responsible for 

managing the nursing team who work as part of the Deep Brain Stimulation 

(DBS) and Duodopa Service. Her clinical role includes assessing patients’ 

suitability for DBS, preparing them for surgery, programming the stimulators 

and managing the patients’ condition in conjunction with their neurologist 

following surgery. Lucy is the Vice-Chair for the UK Deep Brain Stimulation Nurse 

Specialist Association (DBSNA). Lucy also led on establishing the Duodopa 

service at Southmead. She is involved in assessing patients’ suitability for 

Duodopa and provides ongoing care and support. 



Lucy is the Deputy Director for the MOVE-HIT (Health Integration Team for Parkinson’s and other Movement 

Disorders), she established the Patient Public Involvement Groups for the movement disorder service at 

Southmead and is President of the Parkinson’s UK Bristol Branch. She has written a number of publications for 

patients, she lectures on post-registration nursing courses and speaks at various meetings and conferences. 

Katherine French worked for Parkinson's UK for the last 13 years. She is 

the Service Improvement Programme Manager within the ‘Excellence 

Network’ team. She manages the Nurse Development Programme to 

support the development of new nurse posts and work closely with all the 

Parkinson’s Nurses to ensure that they are equipped with the tools and 

resources to be able to deliver high quality care to people with Parkinson’s. 

She also works closely with commissioners and service planners to ensure 

that they are developing and commissioning the right level of service and 

ensuring that they are future proofing their services and thinking about 

succession planning. 

 

Terence Manning is a retired head-teacher. He achieved his certificate of 

education at Carnegie College of Physical Education in 1975. Other educational 

achievements include Honors 2:1 B.ed at Leeds University in 1976.   He taught P.E. 

and I.T. for 10 years for 11-18 High schools before moving to school of pastoral 

care.  He spent 13 years as a deputy head and 2 years as head teacher before 

early retirement due to Parkinson’s disease. At the age of 46 in 2000 he was 

diagnosed with early onset Parkinson’s disease. His greatest pleasure in life is 

having 2 wonderful children and 3 wonderful grandchildren including hobbies 

such as cycling and travel.  

Since his diagnosis, he cycled 6 of the Cols used in the TDF. He has twice cycled 
the length of France from Dieppe to Montpellier. He also cycled across the Iberian 
Peninsula, Valencia to Porto. He has a long list of cycling adventures.  His main 

ambition in life is to see his 3 grandchildren grow into adulthood. He always regarded himself as a positive 
thinking person, “Half glass full individual”. For these reason he adopted the motto; ‘don’t count the days, 
make the days count’  
 
If you have any events, achievements, research, projects and stories you would like to share on our 
website, please contact Russell Mills (russell.mills4@nhs.net)) 
Website: https://www.dbsnurseassociation.org/  
Twitter: DBSNA_UK  
Contact details for membership:  Maxine Kavanagh (Maxine.Kavanagh@nuh.nhs.uk) 
Contact details about DBSNA Standards of Practice and Proficiency booklet: Joseph Candelario-
Mckeown (josephcandelario.nhs.net) 

 
Upcoming Events:  
DBSNA Programming Course  - National Hospital for Neurology and Neurosurgery, Queen Square, 
London (Date to be confirmed) 
8th Annual International DBSNA Conference - John Radcliffe Hospital, Oxford University Hospital NHS 
Foundation Trust,  Oxford, England (Date to be confirmed) 
 

Many Thanks to our Sponsors  
 
 
 

https://www.dbsnurseassociation.org/

