
The 8th International Deep Brain Stimulation Nurse Specialist Conference 

  

Hybrid Conference
In-person (for UK delegates) and Virtual streaming (for non UK delegates)   

Venue: 

Tsuzuki Lecture Theatre 
St Anne’s College 
56 Woodstock road 
Oxford OX 5HS



WELCOME
Dear Colleagues, 

In behalf of DBSNA committee, we are excited to welcome all the delegates, speakers, patrons, and sponsors for the 
8th annual International DBSNA conference. This year’s event is hosted by Oxford University Hospitals Foundation 
Trust. And this year is the first time we are presenting a hybrid conference. We welcome our in-person delegates 
and virtual delegates. 

We have an excellent conference programme for this year. We have invited a panel of world renowned and expert 
speakers to share their insights and provide informative sessions over the next two days. I am also excited to 
welcome Carole Joint. She pioneered the development of the ‘Surgical Movement Disorder Nurse’ role. She will be 
speaking about ‘the beginnings of DBS nursing’. 

The last 18 months were challenging times for everyone. Healthcare workers are at the forefront in battling  the 
pandemic. While NHS priorities are focused on meeting the demands caused by the pandemic, DBS nurses has 
strived to maintain their service by providing the highest quality of care for their patients in every possible way 
through remote consultation or face-to-face clinics whenever and wherever possible. And as we are recovering from 
the pandemic, all DBS services are working hard to catch up with surgical slots and assessments. In the forefront of 
this endeavour are DBS nurses. We all should be proud of our role and title as ‘DBS nurse specialist’.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Una Brechany – DBSNA former chair. She has been instrumental in the 
beginnings of this association. She has been an excellent leader for the association. We have achieved milestones 
under her leadership with the support of the committee members. As the new chair for the association, I have a big 
shoe to fill. 

A big recognition also goes to the DBSNA committee members for their commitment and hard work for the 
association. To work alongside a dedicated team is so inspirational. 

We also have exciting new programmes for 2022. We will be introducing tri-annual 2-hour clinical practice webinar 
starting at the beginning of next year. The aim of the webinar is to provide short courses to learn about new 
programming platforms and how to incorporate the new programming features in the clinical workflow. We are also 
reintroducing the DBS programming course for nurses next year to be hosted by St George’s University 
Hospitals.  And we hope to see everyone in next year’s annual conference to be hosted by  Nottingham 
University Hospitals.  We welcome suggestions for topics you would like to be covered in all the educational 
programmes. 

I am always grateful for the unwavering support from our sponsors – Boston Scientific, 
Medtronic and Abbott. This year’s event will not be possible without your support. Also, 
a big thank you to UK Parkinsons Excellence Network for their ongoing support. 

We welcome our delegates, all new and experienced practitioners. I am so pleased to 
see growing interest in joining our conference every year from nurse practioners from 
abroad. Also, we welcome our allied health professionals in  joining us again this year.      

Joseph Candelario-Mckeown
DBSNA Chair



Welcome from Oxford University Hospitals Foundation Trust

A very warm welcome from the Oxford University Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust DBS team.
  
The Oxford Functional Neurosurgical team is one of the founding groups in the development of DBS 
surgery. Professor Aziz, alongside Dr Ralph Gregory established the service in 1993 performing pal-
lidotomies and thalamotomies.  The service was expanded in 1996 with the addition of Carole Joint, 
the first Surgical Movement Disorder Nurse in the world.  Professor Aziz and Carole completed their 
first DBS procedure in 1998 and we are very proud to be continuing their legacy in this specialist 
and exciting field both clinically and in research. 
 
We are fortunate to be welcoming many members of the Oxford DBS team, as well as clinicians 
from other centres, to speak over these two days, and we hope that you will find this conference 
educational, informative and inspiring

Credit to the rightful owner of the photo



About DBSNA

The Deep Brain Stimulation Nurse 
Association (DBSNA) is a UK based association 
of nurse specialists who manage adults and 
children with DBS implants.

DBSNA’s aspiration is to exemplify the ethical 
and clinical responsibilities of DBS nurses and 
the recognition for their 
contribution to high quality patient care and their 
vital role in the progression of 
knowledge in the field of neuromodulation.

Our Mission Statement: 
“Improving the quality of life for individuals with 
DBS through clinical care, education, research 
and innovation.”

Website: https://www.dbsnurseassociation.org

Twitter: @DBSNA_UK

Facebook: Deep Brain Stimulation Nurse Associ-
ation – DBSNA group

The DBSNA committee: 

Joseph Candelario-Mckeown 
Chair 

Lucy Mooney
Vice chair 

Alison Leake
Sarah Perides
Treasurer(s)

Beth Hammersley
Secretary 

Maxine Kavanagh
Membership Secretary

Russell Mills
Website lead

Beth Petric 
Claire Rudwick
Caroline Norris

Lucy Partington-Smith
Committee Members

DBSNA Patrons
Monty Silverdale – Consultant Neurologist

Neil Barua – Consultant Neurosurgeon
Margaret Kaminska – Consultant Paediatric Neurologist

Be a member!
Are you a nurse specialist in DBS? 

Please register as a member! 

DBSNA members has access to our 
educational programmes. 

Please visit our website to register. 



Speakers
Professor Mark Edwards (MBBS, 
BSc(Hons), PhD, FRCP, FEAN) is Profes-
sor of Neurology at St George’s University of 
London and The Atkinson Morley Regional 
Neuroscience Service at St George’s Univer-
sity Hospital. He has a specialist clinical and 
research interest in Movement Disorders and 
Functional Neurological Disorder (FND). He 
did his PhD with Professor John Rothwell and 
Professor Kailash Bhatia at the UCL Institute 
of Neurology, studying the pathophysiology of 
genetic dystonia. During this period he was 
involved with the development of a novel and 
now widely used technique for transcranial 
magnetic stimulation: theta burst stimulation. 
Following completion of neurology training he 
became a Senior Lecturer and Honorary Con-
sultant Neurologist at UCL and the National 
Hospital for Neurology. Here he developed an 
NIHR funded research program and specialist 
diagnostic and treatment service for patients 
with FND. After moving to St George’s in 2015 
he expanded this work to develop one of the 
first integrated diagnostic and treatment ser-
vices for FND alongside continued research 
work into the pathophysiology of the disorder 
and development and testing of novel treat-
ments, including the first randomised trial of 
specialist physiotherapy for functional move-
ment disorders. He is also an active part of 
the specialist movement disorders and deep 
brain stimulation team at the Atkinson Morley 
Regional Neuroscience Centre, and contin-
ues electrophysiological and psychophysical 
research work into the pathophysiology and 
treatment of movement disorders in general. 
He has published over 300 peer reviewed 
publications and is author of the Oxford Spe-
cialist Handbook of Parkinson’s Disease and 
Other Movement Disorders. He is President 
of the Association of British Neurology Move-
ment Disorders Group, International Execu-
tive Committee member of the International 
Parkinson’s and Movement Disorders Society, 
Board and Founding Member of the Function-
al Neurological Disorder Society, Associate 
Editor of the European Journal of Neurology, 
and medical advisor for FNDHope, the UK 
Dystonia Society and the British Association 
of Performing Arts Medicine. He is the winner 

of the Jon Stolk Award for Movement Disor-
ders research from the American Academy 
of Neurology, the David Marsden Award 
for Dystonia research, the Queen Square 
Prize and the Uschi Tschabitscher prize for 
research from the European Academy of 
Neurology.

Dr Simon Prangnell, Consultant Clinical 
Neuropsychologist, Clinical Director for 
Psychological Medicine, Oxford University 
Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust
Dr Simon Prangnell trained at the Universi-
ty of Birmingham, University of Oxford and 
University of Bristol, and is based in the 
neurosciences centre at the John Radcliffe 
Hospital.  He specialises in the neuropsy-
chology of Parkinson’s disease and assess-
es and treats people with a wide range of 
acquired brain injuries (stroke, traumatic 
brain injury) and neurological illnesses 
(Multiple Sclerosis, dementia).  He is part 
of the Oxford functional neurosurgery team 
and provides neuropsychological assess-
ment and support for people and their 
families through their treatment pathway.  
His research interests include neuropsycho-
logical safety of neurosurgical procedures, 
improving patients’ experience of surgical 
pathways and psychological predictors of 
outcome from neurosurgery. 

Mr Joseph Candelario-Mckeown, an 
Advanced Nurse Practitioner – Nurse Spe-
cialist is Deep Brain Stimulation for 14 years 
at National Hospital for Neurology and 
Neurosurgery. His academic achievement 
includes BSc in Nursing from Central Luzon 
Doctors’ Hospital – School of Nursing in 
Philippines and recently completed MSc in 
Advanced Nurse Practice with distinction at 
City University London. Joseph has a spe-
cial interest in exploring patient expectations 
in DBS treatment. He is an advocate for 
the development of the nurse specialist 
role in DBS as advanced practitioners. He 
published the Standards of Practice and 
Competency Framework for DBS Nurse 
Specialist in 2020 which is ratified by Royal 
College of Nursing (RCN). He has collabo-
rated to several published scientific papers. 
Also, he peer-reviewed scientific papers and 
research proposals for publication.



Miss Sarah Perides, a Paediatric Advanced 
Nurse Practitioner working with the Complex Mo-
tor Disorder Service at the Evelina London Chil-
dren’s Hospital, one of the largest paediatric DBS 
centres internationally and a regional ITB centre. 
She has over 11 years’ experience working with 
ITB/DBS and other motor disorder management 
and treatment strategies. Within paediatric move-
ment disorders her speciality is dystonia covering 
genetic, acquired, idiopathic and neurodegener-
ative aetiologies, she has experience in ITB/DBS 
programming, troubleshooting, assessment and 
surgical selection of all subgroups. Her current 
interests include transitioning young people with 
movement disorders to adult services and the 
positive impact that deep brain stimulation and 
Intrathecal baclofen can have on painful dysto-
nia. She believes wholly in multi-disciplinary care 
and the importance of life long support for pa-
tients with DBS and their family.

Associate Professor Chrystalina Antoniades 
is an A/Professor of Neuroscience in Clinical 
Neurology, at  the Nuffield Department of Clinical 
Neurosciences at the University of Oxford and 
John Radcliffe Hospital. After finishing her Ph.D 
and  training at the University of Cambridge, she 
moved to Oxford to take up a position at Clinical 
Neurology. She has set up her own research 
group, the NeuroMetrology Lab. The group is de-
veloping new approaches to precisely measure 
abnormalities of movement and its control using 
neurophysiological biomarkers. Their eventual 
aim is to replace clinical rating scales in both 
scientific research and everyday practice, with 
reliable and objective numerical measures. She 
has recently also taken up the posts of Dean of 
Reuben College, newest college at the University 
of Oxford as well as the Directorship of Gradu-
ate Studies for NDCN for the Medical Sciences 
Division.  Professor Antoniades researches 
Parkinson’s disease and, in her research clinics, 
uses a variety of quantitative experimental meth-
ods, based on precise measurement of subtle 
abnormalities of the speed and coordination of 
various movements such as saccades (fast eye 
movements), motor control (such as finger move-
ments) along with various aspects of gait control 
and cognitive dysfunction. She is the Chair of the 
Clinical Neurosciences Society for the depart-
ment and has developed the Art and Neurosci-
ence theme with Dr. Jim Harris at the Ashmolean 

Museum. She is passionate about en-
gaging her research with the public. Her 
interest lies in examining the neurobiologi-
cal relationship between visual perception 
and art and is the Organizer for the Brain 
Awareness week for the Clinical Neuro-
sciences in Oxford. Professor Antoniades 
has won many national and international 
awards including the Vice Chancellors 
Award for public engagement. Recently 
she has also been awarded a grant from 
the University’s Public Engagement with 
Research Seed Fund to set up the Pictur-
ing Parkinson’s project. This project brings 
together artists, patients, and neuroscien-
tists to bridge the gap between objective 
research into Parkinson’s disease and 
people’s lived experience of the condition.

Dr Carole Joint, A surgical movement 
disorder advanced nurse practitioner. 
She has 40 years nursing experience. 
She worked in a variety of roles including 
Surgical Ward Nursing, Operating Theatre 
Nursing and Infection Control Nursing. 
While performing an audit for wound 
infections in the ward, she inquired from 
one of the registrars for any research 
jobs in neurology. Incidentally at the time, 
Prof Tipu Aziz is also looking for a surgi-
cal movement disorder nurse; hence she 
landed the job and joined the Movement 
disorder. She completed her PhD in 2007 
on a part time basis whilst working in the 
MD team by researching the patient’s per-
ception of their ability compared to actual 
ability during an L-dopa dose cycle. She is 
involved in writing, teaching and lecturing 
in Movement Disorder and DBS Nursing 
over a number of years until she retired in 
December 2013”

Dr Marko Bogdanovic, a Consultant 
Neurologist at Spire Dunedin Hospital, the 
Royal Berkshire Hospital and the John 
Radcliffe Hospital in Oxford. He man-
ages patients with general neurological 
problems and carry out nerve conduction 
studies and EMG for the investigation of 
disorders of the peripheral nervous sys-
tem. He have a special interest in Parkin-
son’s disease and movement disorders, 
and he is the clinical lead for Parkinson’s 



disease in Berkshire.
He is also the chief neurologist at the function-
al neurosurgery unit at the John Radcliffe Hos-
pital in Oxford, an internationally-renowned 
centre for deep brain stimulation to treat Par-
kinson’s disease, dystonia and tremor.
After graduating in medicine from the Univer-
sity of Manchester, he completed his post-
graduate training in London at the National 
Hospital for Neurology and Neurosurgery, 
Queen Square, and at the Radcliffe Infirmary 
in Oxford. He obtained his research doctorate 
in functional magnetic resonance imaging of 
the brain at the FMRIB centre, University of 
Oxford.

Associate Professor James Fitzgerald, a 
consultant neurosurgeon. He studied Physics 
at Oxford University, graduating in 1992, then 
switched to medicine, also at Oxford, gradu-
ating in 1998. He trained in Neurosurgery in 
Nottingham and Cambridge.  After obtaining 
a PhD in neuroelectronic interfacing at Cam-
bridge University he returned to Oxford in 
2012 to take up the role as the consultant neu-
rosurgeon at Oxford Functional Neurosurgery, 
which has the UK’s largest clinical practice in 
deep brain stimulation, spinal cord and dorsal 
root ganglion stimulation and peripheral nerve 
stimulation, for the treatment of movement dis-
orders and neuropathic pain.  Alongside and 
closely intertwined with this clinical work, he 
runs a research programme investigating the 
mechanisms by which neuromodulation treat-
ments work and how they can be improved 
and their use expanded to new indications.   
His main research focus is on the develop-
ment of a novel type of interface capable of 
recording signals from motor axons in severed 
peripheral nerves after amputation, with the 
aim of using these signals to control sophisti-
cated prosthetic limbs. 
He is the chief investigator of the UK multi-
centre PENTAGONS trial, an RCT evaluating 
dorsal root ganglion stimulation in the treat-
ment of painful diabetic peripheral neuropathy 
(PDN). 
He the founder and clinical lead of the UK 
Deep Brain Stimulation Registry, and also 
serve on the board of the Neuromodulation 
Society of the UK and Ireland (NSUKI), the 
steering committee of the UK National Neuro-

modulation Registry (NNR), and the edito-
rial board of Neuromodulation: Technology 
at the Neural Interface, the journal of the 
International Neuromodulation Society.
 
James Somerset, a specialist physio-
therapist in the management of spasticity 
and movement disorders. A large part of 
his role, includes working in an integrated 
DBS practitioner role. He initially qualified 
as an exercise scientist at Loughborough 
University, completing a Masters in Physi-
otherapy at the University of Birmingham. 
He trained and worked for 6 years at St. 
Georges NHS Foundation Trust in South 
West London and has spent the last 6 
years working at the Walton Centre in 
Liverpool.

Jennifer Blackmore, a specialist Occu-
pational therapist. She works as part of 
the Walton Centre DBS team in Liverpool. 
The team works within an interdisciplinary 
model, utilising differing disciplines within 
specialist DBS practitioner roles.

         For virtual delegates 

• The link to connect for the conference will 
be sent a week prior to the conference. 

• The virtual platform will be interactive.
• We welcome chats and questions via the 

streaming platform. 
• Electronic conference feedback form will be 

sent via email. 
• Certificates will be sent upon completion of 

the electronic conference feedback.



Thursday 11th November 2021                                                                                                                     
(Tzusuki conference room)

08.30 – 11.30                                                                        Committee meeting

11.00 – 11.30                                                                    Registration and coffee

11.30 – 12.15                                                    Welcome, housekeeping and AGM

12.15 – 13.00                                                                                            Lunch(Foyer B Ruth Deech)

1300 – 1530                                                                       Industry presentations 
                                                                              (Delegates will be divided into 3 rotating groups) 
                                                                                  
(50 minutes per session)                                       Boston Scientific Presentation 
                                                                                                                      (Tzusuki conference room)

                                                                                                              Medtronic  
                                                                                                                                      (Seminar room 7)

                                                                                                                                                         Abbott
                                                                                                                                      (Seminar room 8)
 
15.30 – 15.40                                                                                  Coffee break
                                                                                                                              (Foyer A Ruth Deech)

15.40 – 16.40                           Neuropsychology: Assessments and Troubleshooting
                                                                              Dr Simon Prangnell, Consultant 
                                                                   Neuropsychologist, Oxford University             
                                                                                          Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust
                                                                 
16.40 – 17.00                                                       Questions and closing comments

Evening event

1830 - Reception drinks for delegates, speakers and sponsors at the hotel foyer.
 
1900 -  Dinner (invitation only) 

Quod Restaurant and Bar 92-94 High Street Oxford OX1 4BJ



Friday 12th November 2021
(Tzusuki conference room)

09.30 – 09.45                                                                                Welcome and housekeeping

09.45- 10.10                                                                DBS nursing: the beginnings
                                                                                                                                      Dr Carole Joint       
                                                                                                      Oxford Functional Neurosurgery

10.10 – 10.45     Occupational Therapy and Physiotherapy support for the DBS patient
                                        James Somerset, Physiotherapist and Jennifer Blackmore
                                                                Occupational Therapist, The Walton Centre, Liverpool

10.45 – 11.00                                                   Working with the wider DBS MDT 
                                                                                                                     Sarah Perides, 
                                                                                                          Paediatric DBS Specialist Nurse, 
                                                                                                                       Evelina Hospital, London

11.00 – 11.15                                                                                         Break
                                                                                                                                     (Foyer A Ruth Deech)

11.15 – 11.45                        Development of the DBS Specialist Nurse competencies
Joseph Candelario-Mckeown 

Surgical Movement Disorder Nurse Specialist –DBS, 
National Hospital for Neurology and Neurosurgery

11.45 – 12.00                                                                    Questions and Answers

12.00 – 13.00                                                                                                                           Lunch

13.00 – 13.20                                                                               DBS Registry: An Introduction
Associate Professor James Fitzgerald

Consultant Neurosurgeon,
Oxford University Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust

13.20 – 14.05                                              How to Interpret MRI scans: Targeting anatomy
 Dr Marko Bogdanovic, 

Consultant Neurologist, Oxford University
Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust

14.05 – 15.00                  Functional Movement Disorders: Presentation and Assessment
Professor Mark Edwards, 

Professor of Neurology, St George’s
University Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust

15.00 – 15.10                                                                                                                                        Break                 
                                                                                                        
15.10 – 15.40                      Gait assessment using digital technology in the PD patient: the impact of DBS

 Associate Professor Chrystalina Antoniades, 
University of Oxford

15.40 – 16.00                                                                      Questions and Answers, and closing comments



Many Thanks to our Sponsors: 
Please visit the Sponsor exhibits on Foyer A and B reception area - Ruth Deech Building. 

This conference is in collaboration with: 

Where to stay?

Hotel Accommodation: Marriot Courtyard Oxford City Centre, 15 Paradise Street OX1 1LD Oxford. 
Website: https://www.marriott.co.uk/hotels/travel/oxfcy-courtyard-oxford-city-centre/
Hotel bookings are confirmed via email for the delegates and speakers
(Please note there is no parking at the hotel. It is a 10-minute walk from the park and ride)

Travel information 

Travel:  Oxford Train Station (NOT Oxford Parkway)
The nearest park and ride to the hotel is Seacourt on the Botley Road  (postcode OX2 0HP)

Conference Venue

Conference venue:  Tsuzuki Lecture Theatre. St Anne’s College, 56 Woodstock road, Oxford OX 5HS 
This is a 15-minute walk from the hotel accommodation. 
Please see attached map.



Covid Guidelines: 
• It is important that as health workers, we must adhere to Covid guidelines during the conference.
• All delegates, including speakers and invited industry staff must be able to provide a negative PCR or  

negative lateral flow test result 24 hours before attending the conference.
• All delegates, speakers and sponsors must present an evidence of covid vaccination record (NHS Covid 

pass) when requested. 
• All delegates, speakers and sponsors must sign and submit the covid waiver form. 
• Please see attached Covid guidelines for the venue. 

Oxford Train Station

Courtyard Marriott Hotel

St. Annes College
Tzusuki Theatre

Quod Restaurant 



Ben Spray

DBSNA Membership!!!
We encourage delegates to register as members of DBSNA. 
• From next year, free conference registration, travel and accommodation will only be available for 

DBSNA members.
• Last year and this year’s conference presentations videos will be available on DBSNA website for mem-

bers only. 
• DBSNA members are entitled of free access to ongoing annual DBSNA programmes - annual con-

ference, programming course, and we are excited to introduce from early next year, clinical practice 
webinar sessions. 

Travel Reimbursement
• This is only available for UK delegates and for invited speakers. 
• Please send travel claim forms with receipts to Sarah Perides (sarah.perides@nhs.net) and Alison 

Leake (a.leake@nhs.net). 
• Travel claims are capped at £150/person. 
• Travel claims application deadline: December 3, 2021. 

Certificate of attendance 
 Certificates of attendance will be sent via email after completing a feedback form. 
 Electronic feedback forms will be sent after the conference. 

 

2022 Events!!!
9th Annual International DBSNA Conference 
Nottingham University Hospitals
Nottingham, England

2nd DBS Programming Course for Nurses 
St Georges University Hospitals 
London, England 

DBSNA Clinical Practice Webinar 
Tri-annual event

Dates to be confirmed. 
Please visit our website for details. 

Eva Dang


